Number 38 


— — — 


The Bulletin of the National Christian Council 


Issued Periodically by the 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 


23 Yuen Minc Yuen Roan, SHANGHAI 
Price $1.00 a year 


Monday, December 14, 1931 


Flood Situation in Early December 


I. Tae Generar SITUATION 
End of First Period. 

The rapid drop in the Yangtze River resulting in 
the draining of vast sections of land that had been 
flooded for several months, thus making possible the 
return of many thousands of refugees to their farms, 
and the arrival of the first shiploads of American wheat 
may be said to mark the end of the first or “emergency” 
relief period of flood relief. The fall of the Hwai River 
came earlier and in parts of North Anhwei was very 
rapid, probably owing to the breaks in the Grand Canal 
dykes. The hot autumn sun baked the ground hard 
and added greatly to the difficulty of ‘the farmers in 
planting winter wheat. Most of the flooded section of 
North Kiangsu east of the Grand Canal is still covered 
by several feet of water. The water in the Canal itself, 
however, is already so low that the launch service has 
had to be discontinued. The level of the water in 
the Yangtze is now lower than is usual at this season 
of the year. 


Closing of Concentration Camps. 

At Hankow and Wuchang the provincial authorities 
have announced the closing of most of the camps in 
which about 140,000 refugees were living in matsheds, 
and the discontinuance at the beginning of this month 
of the free distribution of food. This step is being 
taken partly as an incentive to the people to move back 
to their farms, but also out of fear of the spread of 
Communism in these camps. Within only a few tens 
of miles of Hankow, sections of the province are com- 
pletely in the control of Communists and many refugees 
in the Wuhan cities fled there to escape from Communists 
and not from floods. 

During the autumn months very considerable sums 
of money have been expended im the larger cities of 
the Yangtze Valley, in the distribution of food, winter 
clothing, and in the care of the sick and efforts to 
prevent the spread of disease. It will probably never 
be possible to know how much money has been contrib- 
uted in this way, but the sums undoubtedly total several 
million dollars. Most of this money has come through 
the provincial officials or through charitable organiza- 
tions. The National Flood Relief Commission has re- 
ceived to December 7, 1931 in contributions, largely from 
Chinese sources $6,318,503.07. Practically all of this 
has been allocated for relief work, but only a part has 
been spent up to the present time, the policy during 
this emergency period being to rely, so far as possible, 
upon what provincial officials and charitable organizations 
were able to contribute. 


II. AMERICAN WHEAT 
Of the 15,000,000 bushels of wheat purchased on 
long term credit from the Farm Board, 34,153 tons have 
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arrived in Shanghai, and have been shipped to river 


ports. The following allocation of this grain has been 
made: 


For work relief main dyk es 300.000 tons 
For emergency relief 100,000 „ 
N For farm rehabilitation 50,000 „ 
Financing. 


The cost of shipping and handling this grain is a 
heavy one. The bill for ocean shipping alone will amount 
to Gold $1,350,000. Altogether it is figured that the 
total cost of handling grain and of its distribution, either 
as payment of wages, or in free relief to the flood 
su/erers will cost approximately $12,000,000 Chinese 
currency. 

The efforts of the Government to raise the necessary 
money by bond issues proved impossible owing to the 
political situation. A Customs surtax of ten percent 
was accordingly agreed upon and has been imposed by 
the Government as from December 1, extending through 
to July 31, 1932. It is estimated that the income from 
this source will be just about sufficient to enable the 
N.F.R.C. to meet its monthly obligations. 

Payment for Wheat. 

Funds for this purpose are to be raised by the im- 
position as from August 31, 1932 of a 5% custom's 
surtax. The first payments are due to the Farm Board 
in December, 1934. The price of wheat is the market 
rate at the port from which the grain is shipped on the 
day of shipment. 

Shipping. 

The present agreements provide for the following 

shipments : 


Long tons 
November (already arrived) ............ $34,153 
December 90,000 


37,000 

The handling of this shipping was entrusted to the 
firm of L. Everett, Inc., on competitive bids. Mr. F. 
B. Lynch, of the Finance Advisory Department, is in 
charge of all negotiations connected with the Ocean 
du, pping.. 

Inland Shipping. 

The difficulty of promptly delivering this large 
amount of grain to the various river ports from whence 
it is to be transhipped and sent to some one thousand 
distributing points is increased by the rapid fall of the 
Vangtze River before the arrival of any of the ocean 
steamers booked to deliver cargoes at Hankow, and to 
the difficulty of securing sufficient space in river steam- 
ers. The inability, for political reasons, to use Japanese 
ships at this time adds to these difficulties. 


Exchange of Wheat. 


By arrangement with the U.S. government some 


thousands of tons of American wheat are to be exchanged 


for native wheat for use as seed grain. Farmers should 
be told not to plant the American wheat, as it is not 
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adapted to conditions in China. In order to obviate the 
almost inevitable delays in shipping such large quantities 
of grain up river as will be needed during the next 
three or four months the U.S. government is being 
approached for permission to exchange some of the wheat 
for rice, due care being taken not thereby to increase 


local prices. At the present time, these are approximately 
the same as in other years. 


III. NTIO NAI. FOOD Comission 
Sir John Hope Simpson. 

Promptly after his arrival at the end of October, in 
answer to the cabled invitation of Minister FT. V. Soong, 
Chairman of the N. F. R. C., Sir John was made Vice- 
Chairman of the Commission and Director-General of 
its work. His wide experience in the administration 
of relief in India and in Greece qualify him in a very 
special way for the important task entrusted to him. 
In this he will be closely related to General Chu Ching- 
lan, the head of the field administration of relief. Gen- 
eral Chu enjoys a very general reputation in China 
both for his benevolence and his integrity. He has an 
organization of his own in the field, administering free 
relief, and was chosen by the Government for this im- 
portant post with the N. F. K C. because of the wide- 
spread confidence people have both in his ability and 
in his trustworthiness. 


Sir John’s Policies in Relief Work. 

“First, that no one should be allowed to die who 
can be kept alive; second, no work, no relief; third, in- 
finite inspection. Working on these principles, and 
given the organization they entail, and the necessary 
tunds, he believes that, “a famine can be deprived of 
its worst horrors.” Unfortunately, the available funds 
are very far from adequate, especially in the matter of 
rehabilitation of farmers upon their land. 


Comparative Needs. 


One department of the Government has been busy 
gathering information regarding the extent of the need 
in different parts of the flooded areas. Accurate in- 
formation as to the relative severity of the distress is 
by no means easy to secure. Feports of all kinds are 
being drawn upon. These are supplied not only by local 
officials and gentry, but by special investigations of various 
kinds and numerous reports of Chinese and foreign busi- 
ness men and missionaries and Christian workers, 


Surveys of different kinds have been made con- 
tinuously during recent months in regard to the varied 
aspects of the Commission's work, medical, engineering 
(dyke and road repair), farm rehabilitation, including 
rebuilding of homes, the purchase of seed grain, farm 
implements, animals, etc. One of the most extensive 
of these investigations, dealing with the rehabilitation 
of farmers and their specific needs for help, is being 
made by the Department of Rural Economics of the 
University of Nanking, which for several years past, 
under the leadership of Prof. J. Lossing Buck, has been 
engaged in making scientific studies of farm life in China. 
This survey, undertaken at the personal request of the 
Chairman of the Commission, was begun the last few 
days in October and is now nearing completion. 


Sir John Hope Simpson and General Chu Ching-lan 
are themselves at the moment on a tour of inspection 
of the flooded areas between Nanking and Hankow. 
Organization of National Flood Relief Commission. 

Chairman of Commsision and of Standing Committee: 
Minister T. V. Soong; Vice-Chairman and Director-General, 
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Sir John Hope Simpson; Chairman of Finance Committee, 
Minister T. V. Soong; Chairman of Audit Committee; 
Mr. Chiang Chiao-ao; Chairman of Health Department, Dr. 
J. Heng Liu, Minister of Health, Chairman of Field Admin- 
istration, General Chu Ching-lan; (a) Engineering, Mr. T. 
C. Hsi; (b) Commissary, Mr. J. E. Baker; (e) Inspection, 
Mr. Dwight W. Edwards; (d) Rehabilitation, Mr. Wong; 
(e) Free Relief, General Chu ng-lan. 


Dyke Rebuilding. 

The engineering department is in charge of the re- 
building of all of the main dykes of the Yangtze, its 
main tributary the Han, the Hwai River and the Grand 
Canal. Three hundred thousand tons of wheat and the 
necessary expenses of administration are allotted for 
the purpose. 

This will constitute the backbone of the Government 
relief. Reckoned at 1,500 piculs (1 picul equals 133-1/3 
Ibs.) to the ton, the wheat should be sufficient to feed 
half-a-million workmen and their families for about six 
months at the wages which it is proposed to pay. Grants 
toward the reconditioning of subsidiary dykes may be 
made out of the balance of the N.F.R.C. grain; the 
local farmers and authorities providing the major part 
of the cost required. | 


Rehabilitation of Farmers. 


The National Flood Relief Commission originally 
budgeted $5,000,000 for the purpose of helping the farm 
ers get re-established on their farms, including the re- 
building of their homes, the purchase of seed grain, im- 
plements, animals, etc. The impossibility of floating a 
large loan, and the absolutely necessary expenses of other 
aspects of relief work will probably make the allocation 
of even so inadequate an amount as this quite impossible. 


The Director-General of the N.F.R.C. regards this as 
an extremely needy aspect of the work, and one that 
should make a strong appeal to private benevolence. 


IV. Private Rewer Acencies 


Of these there are a considerable number. General Chu 
Ching-lan has been closely identified with the Buddhist 
Swastika Society that has again this year, as in recent 
famines, raised and distributed large sums of money. 


The China International Famine Relief Commission. 


with rs in Peiping, 
is a permanent rel agency t has been operat- 
ing continuously since it was organized in 1921. Its 
main emphasis has been work relief, especially looking to 
permanent means of benefiting the famine sufferers through 
the building with famine labor of roads and irrigation pro- 
jects. Between 1927 and 1930 it has carried through two 
very important irrigation jects in the Northwest, one of 
which is not as yet completed. Its chief source of income 
has been grants from provincial authortiies and the very 
considerable sums of money received from China Famine 
Relief U.S.A. Inc., with headquarters in New York, which 
is represented in China by an American Advisory Committee 
located. C.LF.R.C. has called as its Field Director Mr. G. 
Findlay Andrew of the China Inland Mission, whose next 
— of service in China is to be with the Commission. 
t employs an experienced engineer, Mr. O. J. Todd, to direct 
its engineering operations. During the past few months the 
Executive Secretarv, Mr. V. S. Djang, and Mr. Dwight Ed- 
wards have been rendering voluntary service on the staff 
of the National Flood Relief Commission. C. I. F. R. C. has 
just been asked by N.F.R.C. to take over the dyke repair 
work in Kiangsi province, and also to engage in designated 
areas in the work of rehabilitation with such additional 
funds as C.I.F.R.C. may be able to command. It already 
has Iccal committees at work in several provinces of the 
flonded areas. It is about to open an office for flood 
relief work in Shanghai. The American Advisory Committee 
is expecting to continue to support this private relief agency. 


Chinese-Foreign Famine Relief Committee. 


This is also a permanent organization for collectine and 
distributing money for famine relief. It differs from China 
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International Famine Relief Commission in that it does not 
itself generally engage in administrative work in the field, 
but makes grants to local committees which it crganizes. 

It has n in existence since 1920. Its last report, 
together with publicly sudited accounts, was published in 
1930. During the present flood and famine it has raised over 
$1,360,000 largely from Chinese sources in China and abroad. 
Some fifteen branch committees are now at work in the 
‘widely scattered flood areas, in almost daily touch by 
letters, personal investigations and direct supervision, with 
the parent Committee in Shanghai. These branch committees 
are composed of Chinese and foreigners drawn from the 
ntry, business, and professional men of the highest stand- 
ng in the several communities. This Committee has a 
regularly set aside Trust-Fund of approximately $620,000.00 
for famine prevention work on the conservancy work of the 
Hwai River. This fund it is now proposed be used in con- 
junction with the National Hwai River Conservancy Com- 
mission. This Commission is proposing to cut a new flood- 
channel to the sea using if possible present famine labor in 
the project. 


National Christian Organizations. 


The National Christian Council, the National Committee 
of the VMC. A., the National Committee of the Y.W.C.A., 
National Child Welfare Association of China, the Christian 
Flood Relief Committee of Shanghai are all raising funds 
for flood relief. Representatives of each of these committees 
serve on the flood relief committee of the N.C.C. which 
seeks to correlate the several activities of these various or- 
ganizations, serving as a clearine house of information be- 
tween them. Funds received for flow’ relief to date are: 
National Christian Council (to Dec. 8)...... £49, 948.52 
National Committee, Y.M.C.A. ...............$4042444 
National Committee. Y.W.C.A. 
National Child Welfare Aseociation of China..$ 1,953.50 


The National Christian Council is not undertaking the 
direct administration of funds received by it. The other 
three national orcanizations are doing so. Both Y.M.C.A. 
and VW. C. A. have been engaced in relief work in one of 
the concentration camps in Wuchanc. now closed. They 
are transferring their energics elsewhere. 


V. Fexps Betnc Ratsep Aproap 


In the latter part of September the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America (including the U.S. and Canada), 
and China Famine Relief, U.S. A., Inc., united in forming a 
“Joint Committee for Flood Relief in China.” This or- 
ganization is seeking to induce the American Red Cross to 
make a nation-wide appeal for flood relief in China, in which 
case it will work under Red Cross drection. One appeal 
was made by the joint committee October 10. Thereafter, 
out of deference for the campaign for unemployment relief, 
the appeal was postponed, to be renewed on December 1. 


Thus far $65,000 U.S. currency has been cabled to China. 
The American Advisory Committee, throurh which these 
funds will be administered, consists of the following persons: 


Major Arthur Bassett, Chairman; E. C. Lobenstine, Secre- 
tary; C. R. Bennett, Treasurer; J. W. Carney, J. C. Hawk, 
L. C. Hylbert. W. W. Lockwood, F. B. Lynch, W. A. Main, 
O. G. Steen, M. P. Walker, R. C. Wells. 


The Committee has during the past two years represent- 
ed China Famine Relief, U.S.A., Inc., and has worked largely 
through C.I.F.R.C., and proposes to continue to do so on behalf 


of the “Joint Committee for Flood Relief in China,” insofar — 


as 8 is in a position to undertake the task entrusted 
to 


Great Britain. 

The launching of a Mansion House fund has been sug- 
gested, but has not yet taken place. The missionary societies 
have been appealing to their constituencies and are receiving 
and forwarding funds. These may be sent to Edinburgh 
House, 2 Eaton Gate, Sloane Square, London, S.W.1. Cabled 
information has reached us that C. W. Edwards, Sir Wilfred 
T. Grenfell and Hewlett Johnstone. Dean of Canterbury 
Cathedral, are coming to China the latter part of January, 
to survey the need for flood relief, presumably with a view 
to issuing a further appeal in Great Britain. 


Continental Agencies. . 


The committees for flood relief in China have bee 
formed in Belgium and Sweden. The chairman of the Bel- 
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gian committee is the State Minister, M. Francqui. The 


— of the Swedish committee is Dr. Sven Hedin of Stock- 
olm. 


Malaysia Flood Relief Committees are functioning in 
all of the centers where there are overseas Chinese, especially 
in the Dutch East Indies and Malaysia. 


Publicity. 


As a help to those who are endeavoring to raise money 
abroad for flood relief, the N.C.C., in working in conjunction 
with the N.F.R.C., is sending two or three time a 
month to a mailing list of several hundred people abroad, 
including the N.C.C.s, of all countries, information bearing 
upon the flood and the work of flood relief. Venching Uni- 
versity very kindly released the head of its department of 
journalism, Mr. Vernon Nash, to head up this work in the 
office of the N.F.R.C. Duties in America necessitated Mr. 
Nash leaving China the end of November. Miss Eleanor 
Hinder has kindly consented, along with her other duties, 
to carry on this work and is now working jointly with the 
N. F. R. C. and the N.C.C. in this connection. 


Twenty-thousand copies of a pamphlet of “Facts in Brief, 
Concerning China's Flood« of 1931,” suitable for beine sent 
in a letter, have been printed by the N.F.R.C. for mailing 


abroad. Conies may be obtained free of charge by writing 
to the N.C.C. office. 


VI. Natioxat Retire Comission Arrrats 


ror VotuntTary WorKERS 


The N.C.C. is undertaking to assist the NF. RC. in 
securing relief workers. In arawer to a aueetion by the 
writer to the Director of the N. F. R C., as to whether he really 
wished missionary help in connection with flood relief work, 


Mr. Soon answered: “I not only desire it, but am bank- 
ing heavily upon it.” 


If these 450,000 tons of grain and flour are to be handled 
promptly, efficiently and honestly, it will require in addition 
to such other staff as the Government may be able to com- 


mand. the widespread and whole hearted cooperation of the 
Christians in China. 


There are undoubtedly not a few Christians, both for- 
eigners and Chinese, who would prefer to have nothine 
to do with a Government agency. While one can easily 
understand this point of view and the reasons for it, it would 
seem that we are challenged as Christians to heln to the 


utmost of our strength in lessening the effects of this great 
national disaster. 


We have been asked to appeal for the following persons: 
For the Inspection Department—Mr. Dwicht Edwards is 
calling for 22 Superintendents, 172 District inspectors. 


For the Commissary Department, Mr. J. Earl Baker asks 
for 31 sub-depot masters, 27 transport masters. 


For the Engineering Department Mr. Hsi desires to get 
in touch with persons with engineering training or experience 


in handling large numbers of laborers who will be employed 
in the re-building of the dykes. 


Both foreigners and Chinese are needed for these posi- 
tions. Some knowledge of the national language is desirable 
for all, thouch for certain positions in the Commissary De- 
partment a limited number of people lacking this knowledre 
could be used. It is hoped that salaries may be borne by 
the Church or Mission agency with which the person is 
connected. Expenses of travel and maintenance in the field 
will be taken care of by the Commission. Special application 
may be made in cases where a salary is necessary. 


It is desired that whenever possible applicants stay by 
the organization until the late spring or summer. As it may 
not prove possible to secure all the help needed on this basis 
the National Flood Relief Commission is prepared to wel- 
come applicants able to give a minimum of two months field 
2 The pressure will be greatest from January through 

pril. 

Those prepared to undertake this work will please com- 
municate at once with Mr. E. C. Lobenstine at the National 
Christian Council office. 


application as to the nature of the work the applicant would 


prefer and the section of the country in which he would 


rather work; also as to any person’s experience in work of 
this character. 


Information should accompany the 
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Sherwood Eddy Makes His Eighth Visit 


Dr. G. Sherwood Eddy—evangelist, writer, world- 
traveler and for thirty odd years prophet and trusted 
leader among the youth of many nations—is now in 
the midst of his eighth visit to China. He entered 
China from the North early in September, and before 
leaving Shanghai for America on January 27 he will 
participate in campaigns in twenty-two cities. His 
schedule includes visits in cities stretching from Harbin 
to Canton and from Shanghai to Wuchang. 

The significant contributions which Dr. Eddy has 
made to the Christian movement in this country in 
connection with past visits are well known. Again 
and again he has stirred Christian communities in 
cities which he has visited and has provided the oc- 
casion for united evangelistic efforts on their part in 
which all have shared. Multitudes of students and 
other young men and women of the educated classes 
have heard him wherever he has gone. Many of these, 
under the inspiration of his messages, have been 
moved to identify themselves openly and actively with 
the Christian cause. 

Reports from North China. where the first eight 
campaigns were held, indicate that Dr. Eddy is speak- 
ing with greater power than ever before and is find- 
ing a more ready response to his message than on any 
previous visit. Hundreds of young men and women 
in these cities have signified their intention to take 
forward steps (1) to studv Christianity, (2) to commit 
themselves for the first time to Tesus’ wav of life. or 
(3) to renew their allegiance to Christ and His Cause. 
Decisions have been unexpectedly numerous and Chris- 
tian associations and churches have consequently 
found themselves inadequately prepared in leaders, 
literature or arrangements necessary to provide help 
required by those committing themselves to these 
advance steps. 

Six books written by Dr. Eddv have been transla- 
ted (or retranslated) and published by Association 
Press. These books are “New Challenges to Faith“, 
“Religion and Social ſustice“, “What Religion Means 
to Me” (a symposium). “Makers of Freedom” (of 
which Kirbv Page is joint author). “Sex and Youth” 
and “The Challenge of Russia”. Generous contribu- 
tions made by two Chinese friends in North China 
have made it possible to sell these books at 80 cents for 
the set. considerably less than cost price. Sales have 
reached as hich as 12.000 volumes sold in a single day. 
An eight-week outline study with reference material 
drawn from these six books and from the Bible has 
been prepared for the use of groups desiring to ex- 
plore Dr. Eddy’s Christian message more deeply after 
the meetines are over. 

Dr. Fddv's messares are intensely personal and 
passionately social. He does not hesitate to deal 
frankly and courageously with issues of real concern, 
however controversial they may be. This has led on 
the one hand to criticisms which have dubbed him as 
“Red” and to attacks bv Communists who have dubbed 
him a ‘running dog of Capitalism“! While convinced 
that neither Communism nor current capitalism nor 
conventional Christianity can save China, or the world, 
from impending disaster, Dr. Eddy leaves no doubt 
in the minds of his_hearers as to his confidence in 
Jesus’ wav as “the way out.” 

Christian leaders who have felt concerned over 


loss in evangelistic zeal among the churches during 


recent years will rejoice in the outspoken religious 


messages which Dr. Eddy has been giving and the 
remarkable response which these messages have re- 
ceived. In more than one city visited so far certain 
Christian leaders have seriously questioned the wisdom 
of his speaking directly on religious subjects before 
audiences of non-Christian students. Dr. Eddy, how- 
ever, has never been more straightforward or earnest 
in his definite presentation of Christianity, and the 
reception which these messages have received has been 
a surprising experience to him and to everybody. 


Arrangements for Dr. Eddy’s program are in the 
hands of the National Committee of the Y.M.C.A. Rep- 
sentatives of other national organizations, however, 
are cooperating whole-heartedly. In local centers the 
Christian Associations and churches are likewise 
sharing fully in the undertaking. 

Cities visited by Dr. Eddy (and by Mrs. Eddy, who 
also is available for meetings) include Harbin, Mukden, 
Tientsin, Peiping, Taivuan, Paoting, Tsinan, Nanking, 
Soochow, Shanghai, Hangchow, Nanchang. Wuchang, 
Hankow, Foochow, Amoy, Swatow, Hongkong and Can- 
ton. His schedule includes visits first in Manchuria 
(where he was holding meetings in Mukden when the 
incident of September IS occurred), then in North 
China, South China, East China and Central China, in 
the order named. 

The Executive Committee Mects 

The regular semi-annual mecting of the executive 
committee was held in Shanghai October 11 to 14. 
There were present the following members: C. P. 
Wang. chairman of the Council, Miss Tine Shu-chine 
and John Curtis. vice-chairman, T. C. Rau. T. C. 
Brown, Chen Chiu-ching. V. C. Eovang. Miss M. A. 
Frame, |. C. Hawk. A. R. Kenler, Lee Hou-fu. T. II. 
Lee. S. C. Leung. W. W. Lockwood, R. J. McMullen, 
C. S. Miao. F. I. Norris C. V. Wei: secretaries pres 
ent were L. H. Roots (Hon. secretary), and of the 
staff C. V. Cheng. I. D. Cio. E. C. Lobenstine, F. I. 
Chang. V. S. Han. Miss T. C. Kuan. K. D. Rees, Miss 
N. S. Stallings, T. H. Sun, H. H. Tsui. 

The resienation of the treasurer. C. L. Hsia. was 
accepted owing to his early departure from China to 
take up his new appointment as first secretarw to the 
Chinese Legation in London. Dr. lohn V. Lee. director 
of research in the Shanghai Pureau of Tnspection &. 
Testing of Commercial Commodities. was coonted a 
member of the Council and elected to fill the vacancy 
on the executive made by the retirement of Dr. Hisa. 
He was also invited to accept the honorary treasurer- 
ship of the Council but was unable to accept. 

i The main topic of the meeting was again the Five 
Year Movement. Reports were made on what has been 
accomplished up to the present time. and attention 
turned to the work immediately ahead. 

There was general agreement that the call to the 
churches in 1929 for a forward movement and the 
methods suggested for giving expression to a "united 
advance had resulted in some definite gains. A larger 
degree of hopefulness. and a growing sense of mission 
were reported. This is, however. by no means uniform 
throughout the churches. Some have made gains along 
one line, some along others. 

99 called attention to. the danger of the 
osing their first enthusiasm over the Five 
* and stressed the need of perserver- 
pty Sr semen faith. It is hard to maintain the 
1 in an enterprise stretching 
vears. It was therefore particularly need- 
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ful at this time that we stir up the gift that is in us 
and move forward. Only as we feel conscious that 
the Spirit of God is moving within us, can we ac- 
complish the great task God has been pleased to en- 
trust to His followers. Dr. Cheng felt further that 
perhaps during the past two years we had been think- 
ing too much of our own preparation for the larger task 
and stated that in his judgment the time had come for 
a more extensive movement. This he felt sure could 
be done without loss in the quality of our work. 

Bishop Wang, the Chairman of the Council, agreed 
that we must not shrink from facing squarely both 
objectives of the movement, that which aims at 
doubling the membership of the Church equally with 
that of improving the quality of the life of its members. 

A devotional meeting held on Sunday afternoon, 
October 1, was presided over by Bishop Roots. He 
called the attention of the members present to the 
bearing of the floods and the suffering of such vast 
numbers of people resulting therefrom on the Christian 
message. It was felt that at a time like this many 
people are more ready to listen to the Christian gospel 
of comfort and hope. Such a tragedy raises in an 
acute form for many thoughtful people the question 
of the problem of evil, and how it is that events, 
causing such indescribable suffering, are permitted by 
a just and loving God. 

A Bible-reading Church 

In some sections, especially of Hopei and Shan- 
tung, certain denominations reported advances to- 
ward the goal of attaining a literate Christian Church. 
In many others the members were unable to report 
any definite advances in this respect. The question 
was raised whether we may even hope tor churches, 
all the members of which shall be able by 1934 to 
read simple Christian writings. It was recommended 
that classes in literacy be included hereafter in connec- 
tion with all training-classes for enquirers, and that 
every church be urged to undertake to do away entire- 
ly with illiteracy among its members under forty-five 
years in age. It was recognized that such a resolution 
would be meaningless unless Council members and 
Church authorities believe this to be sufficiently im- 
portant to bend their energies to that end. 

Christianizing the Home 

No aspect of the Council’s work was so widely 
brought to the s ttention of Christian workers during 
the year beginning with the summer of 1931 as that 
of the need of Christianizing home life. Miss Kuan 
and Miss Lane made a fine team. The conferences 
they set up were much appreciated and the literature 
they prepared was widely used. Not only did the 
N cc sell about $4,500 worth of the home week liter- 
ature, but the promotional work of these secretaries 
led to increases in the sales of the publications of the 
Christian Literature Society. The idea of determining 
each year upon a given week during which attention 
is centered on Christianizing the home seems to have 
taken root. Many took part in such a week again this 
year. 


jReligious Education 
Mr. Rees laid before the meeting the report of 
the commission headed by Dr. Corley, that traveled 
extensively in China last year. The conference grow- 
ing out of the year’s work, which was held on the 
Shanghai College campus in July, brought together 
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become weil acquainted with one another, and to lay 
the foundation for a “fellowship” of those interested 
in the improvément of religious education. 

The new “National Committee on Christian 
Religious Education,” organized along lines approved 
at the biennial meeting through the appointment on 
it by the different churches and Christian organiza- 
tions of full time workers in the field of religious 
education, introduces a new type of Standing Com- 
mittee of the National Christian Council, the members 
of which are directly appointed by the Council’s con- 
stituency. This form of organization bids fair to work 
very well and should help solve the problem, always 
difhcult for a national inter- church committee, of 
giving effect to the Committee’s recommendations. 

A further step forward in correlation grows out 
out of the fact that this N.C.C.R.E. committee is rec- 
ognized. by the China Christian Educational Associa- 
tion as its “Council on Religious Education.” Dr. Miao 
of the C.C.E.A. and Mr. Rees of the N.C.C. are joint 
secretaries of the new organization. The World Sun- 
day School Association financed the sending to China 
of Dr. Corley and expects to help in the promotional 
work of the new National Committee. 

Other NCC. Committees 

The work of the other standing committees, all of 
which are definitely related to the Five Year Move- 
ment, was reviewed and plans for each for the future 
were reviewed. 

Finances of the Five Year Movement 

The strengthening of the N.C.C. for leadership in 
the Five Year Movement has been largely made pos- 
sible by the gift of Gold $10,000, again secured for this 
fiscal year April 1, 1931 to March 31, 1932, from our 
good friend Dr. J. R. Mott. Three of the N.C.C. staff 
are supported by this fund and much of the advance 
work of the Council is largely made possible through it. 

The Manchurian Situation 

It was inevitable that the Executive Committee, 
meeting at this time, should give its attention to this 
question. Letters and telegrams were being received 
urging the Council to exert its influence with the 
people in China and abroad to secure a just and peace- 
ful settlement of the issues. 

The ad interim committee had already sent in 
the name of the Council three messages, one each to 
the the National Christian Council of Japan, to Dr. 
Mott, chairman of the International Missionary 
Council, and to the League of Nations through Lord 
Cecil, who was at that time in Geneva. 

The following are the cablegrams sent and receiv- 
ed from Japan: 

From N.C.C., Japan, on Sept. 26, 1931. “Deplore Man- 
churian event. Earnestly pra ful settlement. Sorry 
your Government committee declined benevolent offer. We 
desire Christian cooperation transcending nationalities serve 
medium both nations. Ebizawa Nec.“ 

To N. C. C. Japan, on Sept. 28, 1931. ly appreciate 
message. Deplore invasion Chinese soil use violence 
settle international disputes. Fear grave co uences. 
Beg you urge Japanese Christians exert utmost i 
for just and ceful settlement. C. Y. Cheng.” 


From N. C. C., Japan, on Sept. 30, 1931. “Sincerely de- 
plore Manchurian situation. Will exert ourselves for just 


and peaceful solution. Executive Committee Japan N. C. C.“ 


many of the most experienced teachers of religion in 


the churches. They were together long enough to 
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It was decided to address a letter to the Council's 
constituency in China (see Chinese Bulletin No. 120) 
and a deputation consisting of the chairman, Bishop 
Wang, and the general secretary were appointed to 
bear a message to the Government in Nanking express- 
ing the Council's approval of the course being followed of 
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seeking through the League of Nations a peaceful 
seiticment, and assuring the Government of our 
prayers. 
Request of the Church of Christ 

The Church ot Christ made a very earnest appeal 
that Ur. C. X. Cheng be allowed to become acting 
general secretary oi the Church ot Christ in China dur- 
nig the absence trom the country ior nearly two years 
Ol the general secretary ot the Church, Dr. A. N. 
Kepler. During the past three years, ever since the 
organization ot the General Assembly of that church, 
Ur. Cheng has been acting as its moderator. He was 
again elected moderator tor a turther term of three 
years at the General Assembly meeting a year ago. 
While certain members of the Church ot Christ on the 
Executive Committee supported this appeal, a majority 
of the Executive were convinced that such an arrange- 
ment would not be satisfactory. The following resolu- 
tion was accordingly passed by a large majority: 

“That in view of the present situation of the work of 
the Council and the Five Year Movement, the Executive 
Committee regards it as essential to have the full time of 
Dr. C. Y. Cheng to guide the work; therefore the commit- 


tee regrets that the request from the Church of Christ in 
China cannot be accepted.” 


Registration of Churches 
The registration of churches with the Government, 
and problems connected with the holding of Church 
property were raised. As this is a large issue and no 
notice had been given that this subject was to be 
brought forward, the matter was referred to the 


Interim Committee for further discussion and report 
at a future meeting. 


Disarmament 
The committee endorsed the following resolutions 
brought forward by Mr. Kees on behalt ot the World 
Sunday School Association, bearing on the coming 
Disarmament Conference: 


“In the name of Jesus Christ, at Whose birth angels 
sang of peace on earth and good-will among men and who 
sutiered the death of the cross that He might save men from 
their sinful passions and empower them to live as children 
of God, whose almighty love knows no barrier of race 
or nation, Christians throughout the world are profoundly 
interested in the present movements to prevent war and 
and to promote international peace. 

“It is of the utmost importance, in view of the forth- 
coming conference on disarmament, which is called to meet 
in Geneva in February 1932, that Christians should express 
their faith and bring the full weight of their influence to 
bear upon their respective peoples and governments, to the 
end that this conference may result in actual and consider- 
able reduction and limitation of armaments, in the removal 
of suspicion and fear, and in the upbuilding of mutual 
confidence and good-will among the nations. 

“The Executive Committee of the World’s Sunday 
School Association, therefore, respectfully invites the na- 
tional and international organizations which are its con- 
stituent units to aid in the expression of this fundamental 
Christian purpose in whatever ways they may find feasible 

The Secretary of the Committee on Christianizing 
International Relations was asked to take any further 
action which seemed appropriate in order to give 


further publicity to it. ; 


Illiterates and Church Membership 


Should illiterates hereafter be admitted to mem- 
bership in the church? The National Christian 
Council at the recent meeting of its executive com- 
mittee voted to recommend to the churches in its 
constituency that they should not generally be so 
admitted, if under forty-five years of age at the time of 
their enrollment as catechumens—not at least until 


the Church had made an adequate provision and a 
detinite ettort to teach them to read. it was telt that 
not sutticient recognition is now being given by many 
churches, pastors and other Christian workers to the 
serious handicap to full spiritual development ot 
persons who are unable to read even the Gospels and 
simple devotional literature. 
the resolution, as adopted, reads as follows :— 

VOTED to recommend to tne churches that in order to 
realize the goal of literate churches special eiforts be made 
to make all communicant members under forty-five years of 
age literate before the end of the Five Year Movement, and 
and that hereafter it become the regular practice of the 
churches to make literacy a part of the training of enquirers 


and to require of those under forty-five years of age ability 
to read before admission to the Church.” 


This looks to concerted and continuous efforts 
during the next two years to place the open Bible in 
the hands of every Christian under forty-five years 
of age. 

But why forty-five? Why not thirty-five or sixty- 
five? Surely that is an arbitrary figure! Just so. 
There is no divine reason for fixing an age limit, nor 
for excluding illiterates from the church. The goal the 
Council has in view is to urge the churches to stamp 
out all illiteracy from their membership. They do not 
advocate bowing iliiterates from the church. The goal 
the Council has in view is to unite the churches to 
stamp out all illiteracy from their membership. 
They do not advocate bowing illiterate Christians out 
of the Church, nor keeping out anyone who because 
of old age or other reason is really unable to learn 
to read. By this motion the Council, however, does 
definitely call upon the churches to make a very 
serious and united attempt to remove from the very 
considerable proportion of their church members who 
cannot read the handicap under which they labor, and 
which inevitably tends scriously to hinder ‘their 
spiritual development. Further, by suggesting to the 
churches that they do not hereafter admit new illiter- 
ates under forty-five without first doing their utmost 
to help them leave their illiteracy outside of the 
church door, they have, they hope, set a compass- 
able goal, and suggested a step which, if conscien- 
tiously followed, will before many years do away 
with illiteracy amongst church members. 

liliterate churches are not healthy churches. We 
cannot, therefore, afford to be satisfied with existing 
conditions in the church so long as a very consider- 
able percentage of church members, taking the 
country as a whole, are unable to read. Reports 


received irom extensive investigations made in con- 


nection with the survey of 1921 to 1922 and publish- 
ed in “The Christian Occupation of China,” place 
at 40 per cent for men and at 59 per cent for women the 
amount of illiteracy in the churches reported on in 
that volume. 


Is the Council's proposal a practicable one? Can 
illiteracy be overcome? 


Friends in Formosa answer “Yes.” Dr. Barclay 
of the Christian Literature Society says that the 
Christians in Formosa are practically one hundred 
per cent literate. He regards their literacy as a 
very important factor in bringing about the wide- 
spread practice of family worship amongst the Chris- 
tians in Formosa. 


The South Hopei churches established by the 
London Missionary Society answer “Yes.” They 
also have found a way of teaching illiterates to read, 
adults as well as children, in a remarkably short time. 


| 


Not a few who are pushing the national phonetic 
symbols answer also “Yes.” The campaign for a 
Bible-reading Church so effectively launched by the 
China Continuation Committee under the able leader- 
ship of Miss Susie Garland, and the extensive work 
being carried on by the phonetic promotion com- 
mittee in more recent years has proceeded steadily 
and has proved very successful, especially in certain 
areas. The New Testament has already been issued 
with the character and the phonetic in parallel 
columns and active steps are beine taken to secure 


a similar printing from new font of the Old Testa- 
ment. 


And last, but by no means least, Dr. James Yen 
and his fellow workers in Tinghsien, and the churches 
of the North China Kung Li Hwei and of others in 
Hope: and in other provinces have proved that in 
a few months time adult illiterates can be taught to 
read through the use of approximately a thousand 
characters, and there is an increasing amount of liter- 
ature being prepared in a thousand characters. 

Is it not a fact that the overcoming of a very 
large proportion of the existing illiteracy is a possible 
task it the churches regard this as of sufhcient im- 
portance to lead to a serious effort being made to 
secure a literate, Bible-reading Church? 

The National Christian Council has thus far been 
stressing especially the use of selected lists of char- 
acters as a means of overcoming the illiteracy among 
its members, inasmuch as this seemed to be the one 
most likely to secure general support throughout the 
churches. The Council is, however, concerned that 
this movement is not spreading more rapidly and 
fears that unless the churches will give their atten- 
tion more generally to this subject, there is little hope 
that the close of the Five Year Movement period will 
find a far higher percentage of literacy in the Chris- 
tian churches. 

The past months have also seen a change of 
attitude on the part of Chinese educators toward the 
use of the Chu Im (Kü) as an aid in overcoming 
illiteracy in the country. They no longer use the 
term Chu Yin Tzu Mu « 2E¢#) meaning phonetic 
alphabet, but Chu Yin bu liao (KHAN meaning 
phonetic symbols. The Central Party Executive of 
the Central Government itself is now promoting the 
use of these symbols as a more rapid means of teach- 
ing people to read. The National Association for 
the Promotion of the National Language is also con- 


vinced of the value of the use of those symbols, so 


that those who desire to make use of this method 
in attacking the problem of illiteracy have a good 
deal of backing from both Government educational 
and official quarters. The N.C.C. has from the begin- 
ning taken the position that it is not concerned to 
advocate any one method to the exclusion of the others. 
It is committed to do everything in its power to 
further the campaign for a literate church member 
ship. Let each denomination and each individual 
congregation, if necessary, decide for itself the means 
it will adopt for attaining that end. Illiteracy is one 
of the causes halting the onward march of the Church. 
In some places the Church is actually losing ground. 
Lack of spiritual nourishment through inability or 
failure to read the Bible is undoubtedly an important 
cause for this. Shall we unite to bring in a new 
day? Shall we rid our churches of this handicap? 
Will you throw in the weight of your influence to 
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enable every Christian to have direct access to the 


unspeakable riches that are in Christ Jesus as they 
are revealed in the Bible? 


Literacy Bibliography in Chinese 


To meet an urgent need eye - by the constant in- 
quiries from church workers as to what existing literature 
is suitable for mass education workers and new literates, 
a Chinese bibliography for the literacy movement has been 
added to the Five Year Movement Literacy Series. This 
is based on the bibliography in English prepared by Mr. 
H. W. Hubbard, with names added of materials published 
to date. It contains titles of publications both for general 
and for religious education purposes. 


Another pamphlet of the Series that has been found 
exceedingly useful, is the “Manual of Methods for Christian 
Literacy Movement,” which is a combination of a guide for 


organizers and promoters of literacy classes and a teacher's 
manual. 


Both pamphlets are obtainable from the N.C.C. office, 23 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, at 5 cents per copy, 
postpaid. 


A Church With a Youth Department 


An interesting experiment is being carried on in 
connection with the large Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Peiping. The experiment was started during 
the pastorship of Dr. C. IP. Wang, who has since 
been appointed Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and has moved his residence to Chengtu. 


An assistant pastor of the church 1s solely re- 
sponsible for the work of the department. He is a 
young man graduate, of Peking Theological Semin- 
ary, energetic, progressive, capable. The administra- 
tion of the department is in the hands ot an executive 
committee composed of representatives of seven de- 
partmental committees which deal with such matters 
as worship, social service, social center work and 
family worship. 


In this department are correlated the programs 
of the different church organizations tor ‘young 
people, such as the Epworth League, Christian as- 
sociations of the schools, and the Student Volunteer 
band. Ihe Sunday services are entirely under the 
Ihe young 
people themselves are responsible for all services and 


activities including arrangements for speaker, decora- 
tions, ushering, etc. 


In addition there are study groups in which are 
discussed problems oi interest to the young people 
themselves, bearing upon the Christian lite, the 
study of Christianity and other religions, etc. These 
questions regarding the Christian lite cover a wide 
range and deal with both moral, intellectual and 
religious problems. Some of those recently listed 
by middle school students were: What is the ulti- 
mate aim of life’ Is environment the determining 
factor for our standards of living? Are there such 
things as spirits and gods? Can there be religion 
without God? What is the value of prayer? What 
should be the attitude of modern youth towards 
school questions? Is monogamy the best system 
of family lite? Does love-making in high school 
necessarily hinder studies? 


This Peiping church is meeting a real need 
through its Youth Department. The activities and 
sermons are all related to the needs of the young 
people. It is developing new leadership through the 
participation of youth in the above mentioned activ- 
ities and in bearing responsibility therefor. It is 
making for better understanding between the young 
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people and their elders. While the judgments ex- 
pressed and the decisions reached are not always 
sound, the development is a wholesome one. Dithcul- 
ties are bound to arise; but the spirit in which these 
difficulties can be met and overcome was well ex- 
pressed by one of the older and more responsible 
Christian workers recently, who said: “We must 
not be afraid of the challenging statements of the 
young. It is through the prophetic-and daring posi- 
tion of the Church that we shall capture the im- 
agination of the youth.” 


Starting Churches Through the Children 


Mrs. George Harbour 


is a community Of japanese Christians in 
the Of Spemu tier Ween-Uays 
business, in to Sup es aud as 
their Cet OF ald Who give 
dundays anu to direct Work im 
new Villages anu towns ts started 
A young man gathers a group of chiaren and cells 
them sturees—tiustiy bibie stories. iter a len Weeks 
there is a rainy day and some smali boy gets his 
parents to mvite them mio the house. Ihe parents 
listen and older relatives trom various househoids get 
the habit of dropping in, until the little room is 80 
crowded that the aduits are asked to wait until the 
following hour. However, and herein hes the dif- 
ference between their work and most ot ours, the 
meeting for the adults does not consist m preaching 
to them, but in telling them more stories tor them 
to tell the children. As the parents tell these stories 
during the week the children ask embarrassing 
questions, and so the parents ask tor Bible study. 
When parents try to teach children to pray, they find 
that they do not know much about it themselves, and 
so a worship service is started. The parents also dis- 
cuss in these meetings the moral problems which have 
arisen in regard to the children, whereupon one father 
turns to another and says: “You can’t say much to 
your son about playing marbles for coppers: | saw 
you gambling yourself last night.“ And thus the 
parents find that for the children’s sake they must 
change their own lives. 

‘Twenty-five permanent groups have been formed 
in this manner, where over a thousand children are 
taught each Sunday, and every group is on the way 
to becoming a church. A few of them are already fully 
established churches; others are only so far advanced 
as to share a pastor with several other groups. Some 
are still being visited by the young man who started 
them. There is no haste about forming churches. “It 
is much better,” writes the head of the movement, “to 
develop strong character among the local converts first, 
and when enough of them are strong enough, a church 
will result naturally. .... and it will be supported by 
them as inevitably as are their own households.” 


But even before a group is ready to become a 
church, those adults who are not needed to teach their 
own children go into a neighboring village to start a 
branch Sunday school. Sharing precedes complete 
growth, and is the chief motive and means of growth 
in Christian knowledge and life. The Omi Christians 
follow their Master in saying: “For their sakes I 
sanctify myself.” 


‘One loving spirit sets another on fire.” A young 
Chinese evangelist heard this story and caught a vision. 
He realized that when adults devoted themselves to 


teaching the children there would naturally grow up a 
consecrated and working Christian group, as well as 
more adequate Christian training for the children them- 
selves. These children would become far more com- 
pletely Christian in thought, behavior, and in their 
social relations, and thus make a Christian community 
in one generation instead of in two or three genera- 
tions, which is the usual rule. 

This evangelist went for two weeks to a village 
where there was a group ot Christians earnest enough 
to have persisted despite mission negiect. Lhey were 
mostly eiderly, and in danger ot becoming heirless, 
as he was able to make clear to them. Me started a 
program the purpose of which was to “build a church 
on the toundation of the children” and, as he put it, 
“to invite the Heavenly Father into the homes instead 
of letting Him reside in the church building.” For 
more than two weeks in various meetings he explained 
his idea, meantime teaching a class of children him- 
self, and conducting children’s worship. 


The third Sunday he helped one of the young 
men to prepare tor this and lead it. Then, after the 
regular church service he asked tor volunteers whom 
he could train to carry on the Sunday school after 
he had gone. Four young women, five young men 
and one elderly gentleman, all simple farm 
folk, barely able to read their gospels. They 
met daily to talk about purpose and methods, and 
at the filth session two of them taught a practice 
class which was observed by the others, and dis- 
cussed by them afterwards. Each in turn taught a 
practice class, and was criticized in this way. There- 
aiter the meetings were engaged in going over the 
lessons in Miss Knowlin’s “Character Building 
Lessons,” and in preparing suitable questions. When 
Sunday came a Sunday school was formed and they 
each taught a class. 


Thus the whole church rebuilt itself around the 
children and their new interest showed itself in Bible 
classes, worship services, parents’ meetings and, not 
least, in the desire of the elderly leaders to get young 
people into the church, giving them responsibility 
even to the leading of services. The entire group 
found new life in working for the children. 


Dr. Kao Chin-ch’eng, the self-supporting Chi- 
nese missionary to Tibet and Sinkiang, says that he 
alway begins work in a new place through teaching 
the children. Dr. Ida Belle Lewis reports that in the 
work in the villages around Foochow the Hua Nan 
students began in much the same way as they do 
in Omi, but that they had never carried it on to the 
actual founding of churches. The few in China who 
have centered attention on the children seem not only 
to give them a far more effective training in Christ- 
like living, but to develop a Christian group of un- 
usual vitality and consecration. 


In Japan there are more Sunday schools than 
churches, and all of them are on the road to be- 
coming churches. Perhaps in China we need to act 
more as if we believed that Christ was right and 
that he who guides adult Christians in giving their 
lives for the least of these His little ones, is making 
sure that the Kingdom of God, and “all these things,” 
shall be added unto them. 


Can not more of us build churches on the founda- 
tion of the children? 


— | 
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Christian Home Week 
Nina Stallings 


Never in the history of the Christian Church has 
there been such interest in the home as there is to- 
day. The problems of the present generation have 
centered about the home, the age-long bulwark of 
Chinese civilization. Its past, its future, its success 
and failures have all been reviewed in the light of the 
present need, and the question comes again and 
again, how can the home adjust itself to the changes 
that are inevitable? 


The question is brought home to one this year 
all the more forcibly because millions of homes have 
so recently been swept away in the disastrous floods 
that have laid waste some tens of thousands of square 
miles. What of the re-building of these homes? 
What of the even more colossal task of re-building 
the home life of the people of China and bringing 
the Christian message to the great masses of the 
people? What is our responsibility for them at this 
stage of the Church's development? 


One of the great Christian reformers of today 
says: “Unless we give good help to home life, people 
do not understand the need of the Gospel 
Unless we have a good system of religious education 
at home. the Sundav School teaching fails. 
late to begin a child’s religious education after he 
is six years old and goes to school!” 


The second annual home week was again widely 
observed during the latter part of October. It is too 
early for many reports in regard to its observance 
to have reached our office. It is with the greatest 
of gratitude and thanksgiving, however, that we note 
the enthusiastic support that has been given to the 
proposals for the annual observance of such a Chris- 
tian home week. This support has been very general 
in all parts of the country. 


Last year in one city the exhibits connected 
with it were displayed in a city temple at the time 
of the annual agricultural fair. One entire hall was 
given over to exhibits dealing with home life. This 
was divided into seven stalls, each illustrating one 
of the seven topics discussed on the different davs 
of the Christian home week. Speaking of the play 
which was held in connection with the week, one 
writer Says “The audience, approved of all that 
they had seen. They were really impressed by the 
sight of these helpful ways of doing things in the 
home, and went away with many expressions of 
pleasure. They came each day for further teaching 
and enjoyed the dramas, lectures and songs. Later 
we shall visit their homes and see what ideas they 
are carrying out.” 


This year the Committee on Christianizing the 
Home decided to place the greatest emphasis on 
family worship and the devotional life in the home 
in an effort to reach the heart of each individual. Thev 
felt that the goal should be the winning of at least one 
non-Christian member of the family to Christ this 
vear. The home is a community and we must Chris- 
tianize every phase of it. In saying this, it does not 
mean that those responsible for promoting this work 
are ignoring the need of emphasizing literacy and a 
Bible-reading church, stewardship, religious education 
for children and parents, health and recreation, all 


of which are definite objectives of the Five Year 
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Movement. Only they feel that special em phasis 
should be placed this year upon reaching non-Chris- 
tian members of the family circle. 


It has been decided to make certain studies of 
individual church programs in a few centers, as soon 
as possible. The places chosen for these studies are 
Nanking: Changli, Hopei; Peiping: and Fu Shan, Shan- 
tung. These will begin the latter part of October. 
Many pieces of valuable work are being done in these 
centers, and it is hoped to work out some method of 
exchange, so that the most fruitful ideas and experi- 
ences may be shared with people in other cities and 
in other churches. While the main problems are alike, 
yet differences arise in different environments, and 
suggestions and criticisms arising in such studies are 
invaluable. 


The Laymen’'s Foreign Missions Inquiry 


The second group to visit the Far East in con- 
nection with the Laymen’s Inquiry leit the United 
States in September and is now in India. This group 
consists of fifteen commissioners whose names are 
given below. Before leaving America they had before 
them the report of the Fact-Finding Commissions that 
visited China, India and Japan a year ago. 


The seven denominations included in the inquiry 
are the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the Reform- 
ed Church in America (Dutch Reformed), the United 
Presbyterian, the Methodist Episcopal, the Congrega- 
tional, the Protestant Episcopal, and the Northern 
Baptist. While the Inquiry is being undertaken in- 
dependently of the mission boards, the idea has receiv- 
ed their full and hearty cooperation. 

The purpose of the Survey Commission is to aid lay- 
men to determine their attitude toward Foreign 


Missions, by reconsidering the functions of such 
missions in the world of today. With the general aim: 


(a) To make an objective appraisal of their activities 
in the fields visited. 


(b) To observe the effect of missions on the life of 
the peoples of the Orient; 


(c) In the light of existing conditions and profiting, 
though not bound, by missionary experience to work out a 
practical program for today, offering recommendations as to 
the extent to which missionary activities of every sort 
should be continued or changed. 


It as felt that the inquiry must be genuinely im- 
partial and thoroughly scientific. This called for men 
men and women especially trained in the art of study- 
ing existing conditions. It was also felt that it must be 
more than merely a summary of scientific data. The 
facts must be evaluated and appraised, so that, while 
not losing their scientific significance, they will also be 
presented in a manner to interest the laymen of the 
Churches of the America. 


The fifteen commissioners chosen are: 


Dr. Wm. Ernest Hocking, Chairman, Alford Professor 
of Philosophy at Harvard University. r. Hocking is a 
writer on religious asd 2 subjects. and is ad- 
mired by scholars and missionary leaders the world over. 
He attended the Jerusalem Meeting cf the I. Ma. C. in 1928. 

Dr. Frederic Woodward, Vice-Chairman, Dean of the 
Faculties of the University of Chicago. Trained as a lawyer, 
Dr. Woodward practised and taught law and has made a 
specialty of problems of education and educational ad- 
ministration. 


Dr. Claresce A. Barbour, President of Brown University. 
Dr. Barbour is a well known educator, lecturer asd preacher. 
Edgar H. Betts of Troy, N.Y. Mr. Betts is a business 


man and banker of Troy. He has also given much times and 
thought to ‘educational and charitable enterprises. 
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Dr. Arlo A. Brown, President of Drew University. Dr. 


Brown has had a wide range of experience in educational 
and administrative work. 


Charles Phillips Emerson, M.D., Professor of Medicine — 


and Dean of the Medical School of the University of In- 
diana. Dr. Emerson is well known as an author on medical 
subjects; was formerly a member of the staff at Johns 
Hopkins Medical School; and was at one time Superintendent 
of the Sanitarium at Clifton Springs, N.Y. 

Mrs. William Ernest Hocking of Cambridge, Mass. Mrs. 
Hocking, a woman of high intellectual attainments, has long 
been interested in elementary school education. 

Henry S. Houghton, M.D., Dean of the Medical College 
of the University of Iowa, Dr. Houghton has served twenty 
years in China, as physician in the Wuhu General Hos- 
pital, ae Dean of the Harvard Medical School in Shanghai 
and as Director of the Peking Union Medical College. 

Dr. Rufus M. Jones, Professor of Philosophy at Haver- 
ford College. Dr. Jones is well known as an author, 
teacher and religious leader. His paper on Secularism, in 
connection with the preparation for the Jerusalem Meeting, 
has profoundly influenced Christian thought and programs 
both in the Occident and in the Orient. 

Dr. William Pierson Merrill. Dr. Merrill, a widely- 
known preacher and lecturer, is the pastor the Brick 
Church in New York. 

Albert L. Scott of New York City, President of Lock- 
wood Greene Engineers. Inc. Mr. Scott has been serving 
as chairman of the Laymen’s Committee. 

Harper Sibley of Rochester, N.Y. Mr. Sib is a 
lawyer and business man with varied interests in farming, 
mining, lumbering and banking. 

Mrs. Harper Sibley. Mrs. Sibley is the mother of six 
children, a public speaker much in demand, interested in 
religious charitable work. 

Dr. Henry C. Taylor of Burlington, Vt. Dr. Taylor 
has recently completed a three years’ study of rural Ver- 
mont. He is well known as a writer and as an authority 
on farm economics. 

Miss Ruth F. Woodemall of Indianapolis, Ind. Miss 
Woodsmall is a member of the Foreign Division of the 
Y.W.C.A. and has recently returned from India. where she 
served as one of the fact-finders for the — 

retary of the 


H. R. Bowler of New York City is the 
Commission. 

Dr. D. Willard Lyon will join the Commission on its 
arrival in Singapore. and be with it throughout its stay 
in China. 

It will be evident that with the choice of the In- 
stitute of Social and Religious Research to gather the 
facts and with Commissioners of the caliber of those 
named above, the Inquiry will be thoroughgoing in 
character and far-reaching in influence. It is hoped 
that the results of the Inquiry when published, will 
afford the laymen of America a basis for deciding intcl- 
ligently upon their personal relationship and respon- 
sibility to the missionary enterprise. 

The expense of the fact-finding work by the In- 
stitute of Social and Religious Research has been pro- 
vided by the Institute. The expenses for the Commts- 
sioners and for publishing and distributing their find- 
ings will be borne by the laymen’s organization. The 
Directors are expecting to secure at least 100 men and 
women in each denomination, to become Sponsors of 
the Inquiry. Each Sponsor will be counted upon for 
active interest and intelligent support and will also be 
asked to make some subscription, small or large, to the 
expense of the Inquiry. 

It is hoped by those who are responsible for initiat- 
ing the Inquiry that the report of this Commission will 
mark nothing less than the beginning of a new creative 
era in the initiative. intelligent participation. and 
effective leadership of laymen in the world mission of 
Christ. | 
International Committee Reassumes Administration 


On Tanuary 1, 1932 the International Committee 


of the Y.M.C.A.’s of the United States and Canada 


was in charge of this work from its inception until 
1925. At that time it was superseded by two coun- 
cils, the National Council of the United States and 
the National Council of Canada. These two bodies 
have continued to conduct their work abroad as one 
enterprise, through a joint Foreign Committée. The 
international Committee has continued its legal ex- 
istence, serving however only as custodian of certain 
properties and trust funds on behalf of the two 
Councils. By actions of the two Councils and 
of its own members, taken in the summer, the Inter- 
national Committee now re-cxpands its functions by 
taking back the administration of work done by the 
North American Movements in cooperation with 
national movements around the world. Work in 
North America will continue under the administra- 
tion of the two Councils. 


With this enlargement of responsibility devolv- 
ing upon the International Committee, Dr. John R. 
Mott, its executive officer, finds it necessary to re- 
sign as general secretary though he will retain active 
membership on the Committee. Mr. Francis Harmon, 
of Mississippi, mewspaper owner and editor, state 
district attorney. and for two vears chairman of the 
National Council of the Y.M.C.A. in the U.S., has 
been asked to serve as the new general secretary. His 
acceptance is still pending. Other Christian bodies 
in this country join the Christian Associations in 
extending welcome to the International Committee 
into renewed fellowship in China and wish it God- 
speed in its ministry of cooperation with Christian 
vouth movements in thirty-two lands around the 


world. 
Council News 

Dr. C. V. Cheng returned from America Sept. 8. 
His trip was made at the invitation of the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions to attend a 
decennial missionary conference called by the Board. 
Several representatives of the younger churches 
other than missionaries were present. In addition 
Dr. Cheng addressed meetings of the General 
Assemblies of both the Northern and Southern 
Presbyterian Churches and of the Dutch Reformed 
Church. He attended a conference called by the 
Northern Methodist Board of Foreign Missions—a 
Jerusalem 1928 conference on a smaller scale: the 
International Convention of the Y.P.S.C.E., the World 
Conference of the Y.M.C.A.; and a conference of 
Chinese Christian Churches in America. In addition 
he addressed many meetings of various kinds, and 
returned feeling in better health. He said that he 


had a more restful summer than if he had been in 
China. 


The West China Party 
On October 21 Dr. Cheng left for Szechwan with 
Miss T. C. Kuan, Miss Nina Stallings and Mr. T. H. 
Sun of the National Christian Council staff. to take 
part in three conferences being held during November 
and December, at which special attention is being 
given to the Five Year Movement. The party made 
the trip with Bishop C. P. Wang, chairman of the 
Council, and Mrs. Wang, who were returning to 
Chengtu, where the Bishop is hereafter to be located. 
Business Secretary 
Mr. L. D. Cio, in addition to his duties as associate 
general secretary, has taken over the work of business 
secretary in succession to Mr. C. L. Boynton, who is 
being freed for other aspects of the Council’s work. 
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Mr. Boynton returned to Shanghai October 30th 
from a six months’ leave of absence in America. 


The Five Year Movement Secretaries 


Three secretaries of the Council are being sup- 
yorted by the special funds made available for the 
Five Year Movement through Dr. John R. Mott. 
These are Mr. T. H. Sun, literacy secretary; Dr. Y. 5. 
Han, secretary of the committee on the Church and 
youth; and Dr. H. H. Tsui, who has recently joined 
the Council as evangelistic secretary. Drs. Han and 
Tsui at the present time are working in the cities in 
the East and South of China, in which Dr. Sherwood 
Eddy is carrying on an evangelistic campaign. They 
are cooperating in the work of preparation and follow- 
up of these mectings with members of the staff of the 
National Committee of the Y.M.C.A., who are respon- 
sible for arrangements for the Eddy meetings. Dr. 
Chester S. Miao and Mr. Rees are also assisting in 
this important work by enlisting the active cooperation 
of members of the “Religious Education Fellowship” 
in the Bible-study classes which are growing out of 
the campaign. 


Our Allocated Secretary 


At the request of the National Christian Council, 
Miss Nina Stallings has been allocated by the South- 
ern Methodist Women's Board and the Church and 
mission authorities in China, for work with the Council 
for a year, beginning September first. The mission 
continues to pay her salary and is making arrange- 
ments for her living accommodations while with the 
Council. The mantle of Miss Ortha Lane has fallen on 
her shoulders. On her return from Szechwan her main 
work will be in a few East China cities. During the 
past few vears Miss Stallings has been connected with 
the Southern Methodist Institutional Church in Soo- 
chow, and has had wide experience in Church work in 
that city amongst the women. 


Resolution Passed by the Annual Meeting of the 
N. C. C. of Japan 


“Ot this eleventh day of November, which com- 
memorates the consummation of world peace, the 
National Christian Council of Japan in its Ninth 
Annual Session deeply regretting, the  oc- 
currence of the Manchurian incident expresses itself in 
the following resolution and feels that it is its natural 
duty and responsibility to appeal to Christians both 
within and without Japan. 


“In view of the Manchurian incident we cannot 
but feel a deep sense of self-reproach that the spirit 
of world peace based on brotherly love which we 
constantly advocate does not, as yet, pervade the 
world’s life. 


“At this time we pledge ourselves to new endeavor 
in behalf of peace in the Orient and through the world. 

“Many the conception of justice, friendship and 
love be deep going and rule the hearts of all who are 
concerned with this problem and lead to an early solu- 
tion of this situation, thus eradicating the roots of the 
difficulties between Japan and China and helping to 
foster the peace of the world. 

“In accordance with this resolution we will exert 
ourselves to the uttermost. At the same time we 
earnestly desire the prayers and cooperation of our 
brethren in Christ and peace organizations every- 
where.” 
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The International Review of Missions 


Twenty years ago, as a result of the famous gathering 
of missionaries at Edinburgh, the International Review of 
Missions was founded and first published as the organ of the 
Continuation Committee of the World Missionary Conference. 
The issue of the current (October 1931) number completes 
its second decade. 


With the record of twenty years’ co-operation to support 
it, the twenty-first volume has been planned to include the 
rich resources of those equipped to help the Christian cause 
in the world today. The Review contains, in every quarterly 
issue, material contributed by Christian thinkers of the first 
quality who not only make known the facts concerning life 
in non-Christian lands but interpret with a clear understand- 
ing the mission of the Christian Church as viewed in the 
light of modern knowledge. 


The International Review of Missions has an appeal to 
a wider circle of readers than those engaged in missionary 
work. It contains articles dealing with the customs, re- 
ligious beliefs, education, social and political changes and 
languages of the peoples of all parts of the earth, contrib- 
uted by students of religion, folklore and the social sciences, 
medical men, colonial administrators as well as missionaries 
of many types. 

Following the precedent set ten years ago, and according 
to the expressed wish of many readers, a Ten Years’ Survey 
of missionary work will be published in three parts, com- 
mencing with the January 1932 number. The Survey will 
approximately cover the period from January 1922 to Decem- 
ber 1931, and be compiled by the Editors from material sent 
in by scores of correspondents in all rts of the world, 
from printed records reports and personal interviews, against 
the background of their own personal experience of mission- 
ary work abroad. 


The Survey of the Japanese Empire, China and India will 
a r in the January issue; of South East Asia, Central 
Asia, the Near East and Africa in the April issue; and of 
Latin America, the Pacific Islands, work among Jews, the 
work of the Roman Catholic Church and at the “Home Base” 


in the July issue. 

A Ten Years’ International Missi Bibliography 
will be included as a special supplement the January 
number and issued free to subscribers. The Bibliography, 
taken along with the signed notices of the latest books bear- 
ing on missions and native peoples that appear in every 
issue of the Review, constitutes a source of information on 
current missionary literature that is indispensable for 
students and provides authoritative guidance to readers and 
buyers of books. A limited number of the Bibliography 
Supplement, which occupies some fifty pages, will be avail- 
able as a separate booklet for librarians and others, at 18. 
Id. by post. 

Subscriptions for the Review will be received by the 
Kwang Hsueh Publishing House, 44 Peking Road, Shanghai, 
or by the National Christian Council at 10s. 6d. post free. 


Bulletin Mailing List 
The mailing list for this Bulletin is in need of thorough 
revision. Addresses have changed. Costs of publication 
have greatly increased. If you desire to receive further 
issues, kin send the coupon enclosed at once to the 
ublishers. The nominal subscription price of $1.00 per year 
2 regarded as a contribution toward the expense of publica- 


tion and its payment has not been a prerequisite to the send- 
ing of the Bulletin. 


FILL OUT AND RETURN IF YOU 
WISH TO RECEIVE THE BULLETIN 


National Christian Council, 
23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road. 
Kindly send the Bulletin of the N.C.C. to me at the address 
given below. 
(Write name and address as you wish it printed) 


P.S. I enclose $ as a contribution to the cost of 
publication and postage. | 


Address 

„% „% „% % % % % „% „0% 0% % „% „% „% „ 
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N. C. C. PUBLICATIONS 


Following is a brief list of the Council’s 
publications during the Calendar year 
1931. Copies of these may be ordered 
directly from the Council or those with 
prices marked may be secured from the 
Kwang Hsueh Publishing House, 44 
Peking Road, Shanghai. 

All prices include postage. 

I. Literacy Movement. 
1. Bibliography of the Literacy 
Movement., English, 14 pp. 5 
cents. 


2. Bibliography of the Literacy 
Movement. English, 14 pp. 5 
cents, 20 or more at 3% cents 
each. 


3. Chart of Thousand Character 
Text Book Words, arranged (1) 
by number of strokes, (2) al- 
phabetically as romanized, Chi- 
nese. 


4. Report to Biennial Meeting of 
Literacy Work, English, 7 pp. 


5. The Church Literacy Movement 
1930, English, 44 pp. 


STEWARDSHIP. 


6. Five Lessons in Stewardship. 
By F. R. Millican 4 F. P. Fu. 
Chinese. 19 pp. 4 cents, 50 or 
more at 3 cents each. 


7. Announcement of Stewardship 
Campaign. Chinese. Leafict. Free. 

8. Stewardship. By A. R. Kepler. 
Chinese, 14 pp. (Reprint) 3 cents, 
50 or more at 2 cents. 

9. Stewardship Poster. 
Chinese. 4 cents. 

10. Stewardship Enlistment Card. 
Chinese. Free. 

11. Stewardship Play (for children). 
By Clara P. Dyer & Wang Jui 
Chih. Chinese. 38 pp. 4 cents. 50 
or more at 3 cents each. 

12. Song of Stewardship. Chinese 
Poster. 

13. Introduction to Stewardship. By 
C. . Cheng, Chinese. 4 pp. 1 
cent. 100 for 50 cents. 


III. EVANGELISM. 
14. A Course of Study for Personal 


In colors. 


Evangelism. By Marcus Cheng. . 


Reprint. Chinese. 51 pp. 8 cents. 
50 or more at 6 cents. 


15. A Study in Pentecost. By A. R. 
Kepler and T. H. Sun. 3rd edi- 


tion. Chinese. 26 pp. 5 cents. 50 


or more at 4 cents. 


16. Personal Evangelism. By L. D. 
Cio. Reprint. Chinese. 15 pp. 4 
cents. 50 or more at 3 cents. 

17. Individual Evangelism. By W. 
MacNaughton. Chinese. 31 pp. 5 
cents. 50 or more copies a 4 
cents each. 

18. Intercession Card. 
Chinese, illustrated. 


In 


19. The Summons to a Larger 
Evangelism, By J. R. Mott, Chi- 
nese. Revised edition. 22 pp. 5 
cents. 50 or more copies at 4 cents 
each. 


IV. CHRISTIANIZING THE HoME. 


Christian Home Week Lecture 
Series. Seven brief lectures in 
Chinese. Set of seven. 20 cents. 
10 or more sets at 14 cents each 
set. Sold only in sets, (Nos. 
20-26 ff.). 


20. Devotional Life in the Home. 
A. R. Kepler. 18 pp. 


21. Education in the Home. M. 
R. Yu. 24 pp. 


Christian Relationships in the 
Home. T. M. Van. 17 pp. 


Economy in the Home. Mrs. 
Herman C. E. Liu. 17 pp. 


Amusement in the Home. 
Miss Hwa Fen. 13 pp. 
Sanitation in the Home. S. M. 
Woo. 30 pp. 

Child Welfare in the Home. 

H. C. Chen. 23 pp. 

27. Recommendations of Home Lead- 
ers’ Conference, Huchow. Eng- 
lish. 4 pp. 

28. Veneration of Ancestors. Ene- 
lish. 4 pp. 

29. From Morning to Night. A Page- 
ant for Christian Home Week. 
By Miss Li Kuan-fang. Chinese. 
47 pp. 5 cents. 10 copies 35 cents. 

30. Report of East China Conference 
for Leaders of the Christianizine 
the Home Movement, Huchow, 
Dec. 6-16, 1930. Chinese. 101 pp. 
15 cents. 50 or more at 10 cents. 

31. Public Addresses of East China 
Conference, Huchow, 1930. Chin- 
ese. 49 pp. 8 cents. 50 or more 
at 6 cents. 

32. Home Life Picture Poster. In 

color. 

. Home Week Poster. In color. 

Lord's Prayer (Song in Chinese) 

Leaflet. 

35. Report of Committee on Chris- 
tianizing the Home to Biennial 
Meeting, April 1931. Chinese. 6 
pp. Free. 

36. Blessing Song. for Home Use. 

Chinese. Leaflet. 

. Picture of Child at Prayer. Color 

poster. Chinese. 

38. Home Week Picture Poster. 
Color. Chinese. 

Christian Home Week Lecture 

Series 1931. Chinese. Set of seven 

20 cents. 50 or more sets at 18 

cents per set. (Nos. 39-45 ff.). 

39. Testimony in the Home. 
Marcus Cheng. 17 pp. 

40. Guidance for Marriage. C. 
P. Wang. 23 pp. 

41. Christian Relationships in 
the Home. Miss Li Kuan- 
fang. 20 pp. 

42. Home Economics. Nettie M. 
Senger, 17 pp. 

43. Prevention of Disease in the 

Home. W. S. Fu. 21 pp. 
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44. Literacy in tne Home, T. H. 
Sun. 17 pp. 

45. Recreation in the Home. 8. 
C. Lo. 11 pp. 

46. Ideal Mothers League. A Page- 
ant for Christian Home Week. 
By Miss Li Kuan-fang, Chinese. 
49 pp. 5 cents. 50 or more, less 
ten per cent. 

47. A Book of Songs for Christian 
Homes. Chinese, 18 pp. 5 cents. 
Ten per cent discount for 50 or 
more copies, 

GENERAL. 


18. 4 Fellowship of Intercession. 


lish. 4 pp. Free. 

49. Program for Week of Prayer. 
(World’s Evangelical Alliance). 
Chinese. 4 pp. 

50. Members of N.C.C. and its Stand- 
ing Commitees, 1913-31, with 
Chinese and Romanized names. 15 


Pp. 

51. Religious Education in the Chi- 
nese Church. The Report of a 
Deputation 1931. pp. vi., 296. 


$3.00. 


52. Constitution and By-laws of the 
N. C. C. of China. Approved edi- 
tion, April 1931. English. pp. 16. 
Free. 


53. Constitution and By-laws of the 
N. C. C. of China. Approved ei- 


tion, April 1931. Chinese. 23 pp. 
Free. 


54. Religious Liberty for Children 

in China. Frank Rawlinson. 

Chinese. 30 pp. 

55. Report of Eighth Meeting of 
N. C. C., Hangchow, April 10-17, 
1931. Chinese. 87 pp. Free. 


56. Report of Eighth Meeting of 
N. C. C., Hangchow, April 10-17, 
1931. English. pp. iv, 138. Free. 


57. Announcement of Timothy 
Richard Prize Contest 1931-2. 
Poster. Chinese. Free. 


58. Statistical Chart for Report of 
Five Year Movement Progress in 
a local church. In colors. Chinese. 
10 cents. 


Christian Rural Reconstruction. 
Chinese. 12 pp. 


Program Universal Week of 
Prayer 1932. (World's Evangel- 
ical Alliance). Chinese. 


61. The Chima Church Year Book, 
1929-1930. Eleventh edition. 
Chinese. 549 pp. In cloth $1.00. 
Paper cover .75. 


62. Calendar for 1932. In colors. 
Chinese 4 cents. If ordered in 
quantity by Bookstores, 15% 
discount. Schools and Colleges, 
10% discount. In quantities of 
500 or more, from N.C.C. only, 
30% discount. 


63. Universal Week of Prayer for 
Women 1932. 


64. Program for Thanksgiving Sun- 
day, Chinese. 
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